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Above all, he was a man whose poetic mind could respond to India's
story taking shape on the Ganga and the Himalaya, and the historic
soil of the land.
In a purely physical sense the story of Nehru came to an end.
Some Congress friends from Salem came to me and invited me to
participate in the first memorial meeting in honour of Nehru.
That was the time when I remained completely aloof from the
Communist Party, having not even renewed my membership. I
described myself a "communist sympathizer" which was deemed
adequate by my Communist friends. I was therefore under no obli-
gation to obtain the permission of the Communist Party to participate
in the Salem meeting. In addition, the two communist parties were
expressing conflicting and confused views on every issue. I could
see no trace of a Marxist basis for their views. The people were
preoccupied with issues that had no relevance to their interests and
that could lead them nowhere. Such being the situation in day-to-
day politics, the Communists too simply drifted along with the
current.
A few months earlier the horrendous fascism of the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam had burst forth in the shape of an "anti-Hindi
struggle." I was disgusted to find Communists scrambling to take
advantage of the social turbulence in exactly the same fashion as the
exploiting class. There was no party in Tamil Nadu to take the lead
in combating the instigators of social disturbances and safeguarding
the working class and the culture of our society. Not a movement,
not a thought, nothing! Representatives of all parties "discussed"
the language issue in the press and on the platform, but showed no
concern over the fascist force that drew its life and sustenance in the
name of defending our language.
Let me explain again a point about fascism. We should not confuse
ourselves by recalling to mind that fascism which had tried to
swallow Europe in the past. The old fascism can never again take shape
as an ideology in the same form. That fascism represented Western
imperialism in its most degraded state. Ideologically and in practice,
socialism had sent that fascism to its grave.
But in any society resting on ignorance and exploitation, fascist
tendencies will arise. My Marxist friends had long ago pointed out to
me clear signs of such tendencies in the DMK. [But now that the
DMK was on the rampage, what did the Communists do?] Alas!
they seemed to be preoccupied with their own "research" on our